Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 93 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.093; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.6.
In the title molecule, C 14 H 12 N 2 , the benzimidazole ring system is essentially planar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.024 Å ). The dihedral angle between the imidazole ring and the benzyl ring is 85.77 (4) . In the crystal, molecules are linked into chains along the a axis by C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds. In addition, the packing is stabilized by C-HÁ Á Á interactions involving both six-membered rings.
Related literature
For general background to benzimidazole derivatives, see: Ansari & Lal (2009) . For the synthesis, see: Hayat et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data C 14 H 12 N 2 M r = 208.26 Monoclinic, P2 1 =n a = 6.2265 (10) Å b = 8.1740 (13) Å c = 20.975 (4) Å = 97.839 (2) V = 1057.5 (3) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.08 mm À1 T = 93 K 0.57 Â 0.50 Â 0.37 mm
Data collection
Rigaku SPIDER diffractometer Absorption correction: none 8358 measured reflections 2412 independent reflections 2198 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.022 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.038 wR(F 2 ) = 0.093 S = 1.00 2412 reflections 145 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.21 e Å À3 Á min = À0.25 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku, 2004) ; cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: RAPID-AUTO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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